
 
Home Meeting Discussion, Week of 4/29 
“The Image of God as Male and Female, part 1" 
Texts: Genesis 2:18; Proverbs 31:10-31; 1 Peter 3:1-4; Luke 2:16-19  
 
Note: Hi folks. John here. These are tough topics the next few weeks, and I want to invite any of 
you home meeting leaders to reach out with questions/concerns. I’d love to help if I can. For now, 
as we dive into home meeting this week, I want to reinforce that I don’t believe the Scriptures 
define masculinity or femininity, but I do believe that masculinity and femininity are described. I think 
we are given a map of sorts, with some things we can say with more confidence, and other things 
with less confidence. At the very least, we are going to look at some compelling portraits of women 
and men, and I hope this is an encouragement to everyone present. 

1. How are you challenged by any or all of these passages? How do they stir you?

2. What are some characteristics of the Proverbs 31 woman? How do these 
passages speak to the role of “ezer” or “helper” in Genesis 2? 

3. Consider 1 Peter 3:3-4. What is Peter getting at?  
John’s note 1: We hear the words hidden, gentle, and quiet, and one might 
incorrectly think passive, weak, and silent — remember that gentleness (also 
translated ‘meekness’ as in ‘Blessed are the meek’ (Mt. 5:5) is one of the fruits of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:23). The OT archetype of the feminine image-bearer is not 
passive, weak, or silent, and in the NT, we see women leading in prophesy, 
prayer, etc.  In the sermon, I suggested a few NT portraits of feminine strength 
drawn from the Gospels, which focused on “the hidden person of the heart”. How 
do you respond to these portraits of women?  
 
John’s note 2: However we interpret the instructions to husbands and wives in 
Ephesians 5, Colossians 3, 1 Peter 3, etc., the ones to wives are different from 
the ones to husbands. Do you struggle with this? Do we struggle with this as a 
community? How can the elders, the women’s leadership team, the staff, and 
other leaders of the church help navigate these issues? (We will speak more to 
this in “part 2” on masculinity, but if it feels important to address this week, feel 
free to process this with people.)

4. Where do we see the strengths of women in our church? Where do we see 
women imitating Christ in the use of their strength? 

5. How do all of these things lead us to pray — to honor and encourage the women 
of our church and community, etc.?  



Common Reading & Listening:  
(as an alternative to HM questions any given week) 
1. Have someone read the passage aloud. Followed the reading with three or four minutes of 
silence. Invite everyone to make a note of something that struck them. 


2. Have someone read the passage a second time, and afterwards give everyone a few 
minutes to ponder these three simple questions: What does this passage say about God 
(Father, Son, or Spirit)? What does this passage say about us (as saints, sufferers, or sinners)? 
In light of this, what is this passage inviting us to believe, pray, or do? 


3. Invite people to share their answers to these questions, and let these things lead the 
discussion (while remembering the sermon as an anchor for application if needed/desired). 


 
Scripture Memorization for May: 

Matthew 5:1-12



