
 
Home Meeting Discussion, Week of 1/14 
“The Promises and Demands of Idolatry” 
Genesis 1:26-27; Exodus 20:4; Psalm 115:4-11 

1. What about the sermon challenged, encourage, or possibly even offended 
you?  

2. Read the three main text from Sunday’s sermon. What are some 
implications of these texts for how we think about idolatry? 

Note: give people some time to think about this one.  

3. Is it clear how the second commandment (Exodus 20:4) relates to the first 
commandment (Exodus 20:3)? 

Note: on Sunday it was suggested that the second commandment, in part, is a 
prohibition against creating a ‘god’ that you can control, or attempting to 
control the true God. But there are a few other things to be observed here… 

4. The ‘promise of control’ vs. the ‘cost of being controlled’ came up a few 
times in the sermon. Have you noticed this dynamic in your own life?
Where are there areas of your life where you crave more control in a way 
that may not be healthy?  

5. Consider how the by-faith ‘surrender of control’ is at the heart of our 
Gospel, which proclaims salvation by grace. How could you/we exercise 
repentance and rest by trusting in God this week, instead of reaching for 
the control that is promised to us by some idol?  

 
(See next page for prayers, etc.)  
 
 



Common Reading & Listening:  
(as an alternative to HM questions any given week) 
 
1. Have someone read the passage aloud. Followed the reading with three or four minutes of 
silence. Invite everyone to make a note of something that struck them. 


2. Have someone read the passage a second time, and afterwards give everyone a few 
minutes to ponder these three simple questions: What does this passage say about God 
(Father, Son, or Spirit)? What does this passage say about us (as saints, sufferers, or sinners)? 
In light of this, what is this passage inviting us to believe, pray, or do? 


3. Invite people to share their answers to these questions, and let these things lead the 
discussion (while remembering the sermon as an anchor for application if needed/desired). 


For prayer this week: 
Pray that the idols of our hearts would be revealed and repented of.  
 
Continue to pray for Steve Huber, Stephen Wood, Brandon Gulish and Beau Rosario as they 
return from their trip to Uganda and South Sudan.  
 
Scripture Memory:  
In the last sermon of 2017, John challenged us all to consider memorizing Scripture together 
as a new spiritual discipline. We’re going to try to memorize one passage each month. For 
January, it is Mary’s Song (the Magnificat) in Luke 1:46-55. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1:46-55&version=ESV

